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Overview

The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ), Office of Justice Programs (OJP),Bureau of Justice 
Assistance (BJA) seeks applications for funding programs that support cross-system 
collaboration to improve public safety responses and outcomes for individuals with mental health 
disorders (MHDs) or co-occurring mental health and substance use disorders (MHSUDs). This 
program furthers the DOJ’s mission by strengthening public safety and increasing community 
trust. 

This solicitation is one of two solicitations available as part of the Justice and Mental Health 
Collaboration Program funding in FY 2023. For law enforcement-focused projects, see the 
separate law enforcement-focused solicitation entitled “Connect and Protect: Law Enforcement 
Behavioral Health Response Program.”

Additionally, to further assist people with co-occurring MHSUDs, the Comprehensive Opioid, 
Stimulant, and Substance Abuse Program, the Residential Substance Abuse Treatment for State 
Prisoners Program, and the Improving Substance Use Disorder Treatment and Recovery 
Outcomes for Adults in Reentry are three other BJA programs that support the provision of 
behavioral health treatment and services. Not all entities are eligible for all programs. Applicants 
are encouraged to review each solicitation in its entirety to determine their eligibility, if it fits their 
proposals, and if taking advantage of another funding opportunity could further enhance a 
comprehensive approach to supporting individuals with mental health and/or substance use 
treatment and recovery support needs that have come in contact with the justice system. 
Additional details on the three programs can be found on the BJA List of Programs page.

This solicitation incorporates guidance provided in the OJP Grant Application Resource Guide 
which provides additional information for applicants to prepare and submit applications to OJP for 
funding. If this solicitation expressly modifies any provision in the OJP Grant Application 
Resource Guide, the applicant is to follow the guidelines in this solicitation as to that 
provision.
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Solicitation Categories 

This solicitation does not include Solicitation Categories. 

Eligible Applicants: 
City or township governments, County governments, Native American tribal governments 
(Federally recognized), Public and State controlled institutions of higher education, Special 
district governments, State governments, Other 

Other

Agencies with a different legal status (e.g., nonprofit or for-profit mental health agencies) are 
eligible to apply only if they meet the following two requirements: 

1. The applicant is designated by the state mental health authority to provide services as a 
unit of the state or local government. 

2. The applicant must attach documentation to support this designation. 

BJA will consider applications under which two or more entities would carry out the federal award; 
however, only one entity may be the applicant. Any others must be proposed as subrecipients 
(subgrantees). For additional information on subawards, see the OJP Grant Application Resource 
Guide.

BJA may elect to fund applications submitted under this FY 2023 solicitation in future fiscal years, 
dependent on, among other considerations, the merit of the applications and the availability of 
appropriations.

Contact Information 
For assistance with the requirements of this solicitation, contact the OJP Response Center at 
800-851-3420, 301-240-6310 (TTY for hearing-impaired callers only), or grants@ncjrs.gov. The 
OJP Response Center operates from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. eastern time (ET) Monday–Friday, 
and 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. ET on the solicitation close date. 

Submission Information 

Registration: Before submitting an application, all applicants must register with the System for 
Award Management (SAM). You must renew and validate your registration every 12 months. If 
you do not renew your SAM registration, it will expire. An expired registration can delay or prevent 
application submission in Grants.gov and JustGrants. Registration and renewal can take up to 10 
business days to complete. 

Submission: Applications must be submitted to DOJ electronically through a two-step process via 
Grants.gov and JustGrants. 

Step 1: The applicant must submit by the Grants.gov deadline the required Application for 
Federal Assistance standard form (SF-424) and a Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (SF-
LLL) form when they register in Grants.gov at https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/register.html.
Submit the SF-424 and SF-LLL as early as possible, but no later than 48 hours before the 
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Grants.gov deadline. If an applicant fails to submit in Grants.gov, they will be unable to apply in 
JustGrants.

 For technical assistance with submitting the SF-424 and a SF-LLL in Grants.gov, contact the 
Grants.gov Customer Support Hotline at 800-518-4726, 606-545-5035, Grants.gov Customer 
Support, or support@grants.gov. The Grants.gov Support Hotline operates 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, except on federal holidays. 

Step 2: The applicant must submit the full application, including attachments, in JustGrants at 
JustGrants.usdoj.gov by the JustGrants application deadline.

 For technical assistance with submitting the full application in JustGrants, contact the 
JustGrants Service Desk at 833-872-5175 or JustGrants.Support@usdoj.gov. The JustGrants 
Service Desk operates 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. ET Monday–Friday and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. ET on Saturday, 
Sunday, and Federal holidays.

 OJP encourages applicants to review the “How To Apply” section in the OJP Grant Application 
Resource Guide and the JustGrants website for more information, resources, and training. 
Applicants should maintain all receipts and confirmations received from SAM.gov, Grants.gov,
JustGrants systems. 
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