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Wildlife Assistance Program

...Addressing Conflict, Fostering Coexistence

« Seven regional staff providing technical Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
. . eadquarters and Regiona ices
assistance to foster coexistence Region 6
— Primarily over the phone Northwest
. . Region 3 North t
— Equipment loans available e Ortheas

Region 2

» Partnerships and coordination with other Soutliwest

agencies and NGOs Region 1
g Headquarters*

Regional Office *

* Pro-active engagement of communities
and neighborhoods




Calls handled by the Wildlife Assistance Program

Nuisance wildlife is defined by FAC 68A- 1.004 as:

* Wild
* Wild
* Wild

ife that causes or is about to cause property damage, or
ife that presents a threat to public safety, or
ife causing an annoyance within, under or upon a building

Nuisance wildlife rule: 68A-9.010- details on species that cannot be taken,
methods of take, relocation and transportation.




Calls by Species Type, Fiscal Year 2022-2023

Total = 14,184

Wildlife Assistance Program Statewide Call Volume by Species FY 2022-2023
n=14,184

4730

Bear
Coyote I 2338
Raccoon I 0 40
Unknown/Other I 621
Nonnative [N 616
Bobcat |G 564

Gt — v Calls Per Month FY 2023

Raptor NN 398
Armadilo I 298
Panther [N 291 1528 1575
Non-venomous Snake [ 257
Waterfow! [ 250
Deer I 231
Opossum [ 202
Venomous Snake N 177
Passerine N 175
Turtle M 168
Squirrel | 166
Domestic [l 142
Crane 1N 114
Owl 1l 105
Woodpecker [l 91
Waterbird [l 80
Beaver H 79
Game Bird |l 70
Otter W 66
Tortoise N 56
Skunk | 24
Rodent | 22 W & 0
Rabbit | 19 v 3§ ‘ 3
Shorebird/Seabird | 18 £ > QO *
Crocodilians | 7 i
Frog/Toad | 6
Lizard
Arachnids




Top Species Calls in Seminole County
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Bobcat Core v. Non-Core Calls - Seminole County

Bobcat Calls
Seminole County
2017-2023 (n=39)
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Raccoon

* Appearance

*Diet

* Range

* Behavior

 Conflict with humans



Raccoon Core v. Non-Core Calls - Seminole County

Raccoon Calls
Seminole County
2021-2023 (n=38)
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Coyotes

* Appearance

* Die

t

* Range
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* Behav
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Coyote Core v. Non-Core Calls - Seminole County

Coyote Calls
Seminole County
2017-2023 (n=364)
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COYQOTE YARD AUDIT CHECKLIST

Wie encourage you to take steps to eliminate attractants on your property in order ta minimize conflicts with
coyotes. We also urge you 10 share this information with friends and neighbars because minimizing conflicts is
mast effective when the entire neighborhood warks together.

This checklist s adapted from a similar document developed by the Humanse Socinty of the United States, i
you would like assistance completing this checklist, or have any guestions, email wildile@coab.us or call (904}
247-5859.

OF_ | Fix_|[ Wy to Mitigate:

FOOD: Hever hand-feed ar intentionally feed a coyate|

Pet food | Teves feed pets autdoors; stare all pet food securely Indoars

Bird Feeders Remowe bird feeders or clean fallen seed to reduce the presence of small
| mamreisls that eoyotes prefer 1o sat

Fallen Fruit Clean wp falen fruit around trews.

Compast Dot ot inchute et or dary Smong compost contens unless ful

880 Grills Clean up food ar grils after sach use

Trash Secure all trash i i lich the: merning of
trash pick-up. Pevicdically ciean cans 1o reduca reskdusl ooars

WATER Rumenes waler allFACtAnts

SHELTER: Limit Fiding or denning sitgs.

Lardstaping Trir wegetation 1o reduce hiding places and i 1es

Structures/Outbuildings Restrict access under decks and sheds, around woosdpies, or any other
structus ar for coyates or their prey.

FENCING: Enclose property with a & ft. fence with an addtional extension or roller-top to
deter eoyotes. Ensure that there are no gaps and that the bestom of the fenee
extends underground 6 inches or & fitted with & mesh spron 1o deter coyates.

from diggg undermeath.

Never leave pets unattended outside.

Hever allow pats 1o “play” with coyotes.

Fully enclose outdoor pet kennel

Walk pots on 3 lpash ng kanger than 6 foet in lengih.

Coyotes in Florida

Tips to Avoid Conflicts With

Coyotes in Florida

Secure TRASH and
clean up FALLEN
FRUIT and PET FOOD.

IN
ENCLOSED
AREAS.
ONA
SHORT
LEASH.

FWC’s Approach to
Coyote Conflicts

* Local Engagement
* Workshops
* Printed materials
* Disposable signs

* Training - Residents
* Hazing
* Attractant Identification
* Yard Audits

* Equipment Loans
* Trail Cameras
* Hazing Devices

* Assist municipalities developing
their own Coyote Management
Plans




Seminole County Calls 2021-2023
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Bobcat 10 N
Raccoon 17 A
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Unique differences

* Coyotes
* Established territories in residential areas
* Live in family groups, visible, and vocal
* Free roaming cats and cat colonies

* Bobcats
* Thrive in urban habitats

* Adept at taking free roaming chickens or inadequately
penned goats and rabbits

* Take advantage of water bodies for food and dense
vegetation for carcass caching
* Raccoons
* Pools
* Climbing ability
* Use of pet doors

N
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Common Solutions

* Secure attractants

* Secure pets

 Secure structures and pools
* Haze (scare) wildlife

e Regulatory enforcement

Dogs must be
kept on a lead
at all times




Questions?

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC)
Northeast Regional Office
Ocala, FL

352-732-1225

MyFWC.com and AskFWC



