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Wildlife Assistance Program
…Addressing Conflict, Fostering Coexistence

• Seven regional staff providing technical 
assistance to foster coexistence
– Primarily over the phone
– Equipment loans available

• Partnerships and coordination with other 
agencies and NGOs

• Pro-active engagement of communities 
and neighborhoods



Nuisance wildlife is defined by FAC 68A‐ 1.004 as:

• Wildlife that causes or is about to cause property damage, or
• Wildlife that presents a threat to public safety, or
• Wildlife causing an annoyance within, under or upon a building

Nuisance wildlife rule: 68A‐9.010‐ details on species that cannot be taken, 
methods of take, relocation and transportation.

Calls handled by the Wildlife Assistance Program



Calls by Species Type, Fiscal Year 2022‐2023
Total = 14,184



Top Species Calls in Seminole County
202320222021Species

554746Coyote

331619Bat

161622Raptor

12917Raccoon

8910Bobcat



Bobcats

•Appearance
•Diet
•Range
•Behavior
•Conflict with humans



Bobcat Core v. Non‐Core Calls ‐ Seminole County
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Raccoon

•Appearance
•Diet
•Range
•Behavior
•Conflict with humans



Raccoon Core v. Non‐Core Calls ‐ Seminole County

43% 17%
43%

57%

83%
57%

17

9

12

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

2021 2022 2023

N
um

be
r o

f C
al
ls

Raccoon Calls
Seminole County
2021‐2023 (n=38)

Core Complaints Non‐Core Complaints



Coyotes

• Appearance
• Diet
• Range
• Behavior
• Conflict with humans



Coyote Core v. Non‐Core Calls ‐ Seminole County
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2021 
Bobcat 10

Raccoon 17 
Coyote 53
Bear 419

2022
Bobcat 10
Raccoon 9
Coyote 52
Bear 419

2023 (approximate) 
Bobcat 8

Raccoon 12
Coyote 75
Bear 375



Unique differences
• Coyotes

• Established territories in residential areas
• Live in family groups, visible, and vocal
• Free roaming cats and cat colonies

• Bobcats
• Thrive in urban habitats
• Adept at taking free roaming chickens or inadequately 
penned goats and rabbits

• Take advantage of water bodies for food and dense 
vegetation for carcass caching

• Raccoons
• Pools
• Climbing ability
• Use of pet doors



Common Solutions
• Secure attractants

• Secure pets

• Secure structures and pools

• Haze (scare) wildlife

• Regulatory enforcement



Questions? 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC)
Northeast Regional Office
Ocala, FL
352-732-1225

MyFWC.com and AskFWC


